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CHARLES CARD SMITH (1827-1918) 

Fellow in Class III, Section 3, 1892 

Charles Card Smith, the only child of George and Harriet (Card) 
Smith, was born in Boston on March 27, 1827, and died in that city on 
March 20, 1918. His youth was passed in the city of Gloucester, 
where he attended the public and private schools, but he was not 
graduated from any university. In 1887 Harvard University, in 
recognition of his distinguished services as a historian and a writer, 
conferred on him the honorary degree of Master of Arts. 

When sixteen years old Mr. Smith entered the office of the North- 
ampton Woolen Manufacturing Company in Boston, and was con- 
tinuously employed there until 1853 when he was chosen secretary of 
the Boston Gas Company and discharged the duties of that office for 
thirty-six years, until 1889. During that period he served as 
Treasurer of the American Unitarian Association, from 1862 to 1871. 

Thirty years prior to his decease he retired from active business 
employment and devoted himself mainly to his duties as Editor and 
Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and as a contribu- 
tor to many historical and literary publications. He was Treasurer 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society from 1887 to 1907. No one 
of his predecessors surpassed him in length of service in that position, 
and only one, Richard Frothingham, held that office for as many years 
as Mr. Smith. He brought to the discharge of its duties long experi- 
ence, business sagacity, and wise conservatism, and under his manage- 
ment the investments of the Society increased more than twelve fold. 
He became the Editor of the Society in 1889 and continued until his 
resignation as Treasurer and Editor in 1907 at the age of seventy-nine. 

He was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in 1892, but was not a frequent attendant at its meetings 
nor a contributor to its proceedings. 

His scholarship, learning, and accuracy, and his critical and pains- 
taking researches made his literary and historical studies and con- 
tributions of substantial importance and value. He was a welcome 
contributor to the Christian. Examiner, making his first contribution 
to that paper at the age of twenty; and his writings appeared in the 
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New York LiUrary World, Boston Atlas, Boston Courier, Boston Travel- 
ler, North American Review (old and new), Boston Daily Advertiser, 
Unitarian Review, Boston Post, Harvard Graduates' Magazine, and the 
American Historical Review. He will be remembered as the author 
of the chapters in the Memorial History of Boston, on "Boston" and 
the "First French Protestants," and by the chapters in the Narrative 
and Critical History of America, on " Arctic and the Northwest Explora- 
tions," and on "Acadia" and "Cape Breton." 

He was deeply interested as an officer and member in the Federal 
Street Church, served on its standing committee, was its Treasurer, 
and published the short account of the Church in its Manual of 1875. 

In recognition of his literary abilities he held at various times 
positions on the examining committee of the Boston Public Library 
and the visiting committee of Harvard College. 

He was elected a member of the American Antiquarian Society in 
1876 and served as a member of its publishing committee for sixteen 
years, and for more than thirty years was a member of the American 
Historical Association and the Bostonian Society. 

His principal contributions, however, were those made to the Pro- 
ceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, of which he was a 
member for fifty years, and included Memoirs of John S. Barry, 
William S. Shurtleff, William G. Brooks, Deland A. Goddard, Chand- 
ler Robbins, George Dexter, John J. Babson, Thomas Aspinwall, 
John Amory Lowell, and William S. Appleton and two articles entitled 
"Short Account of the Society." 

No compliment which Mr. Smith ever received was more appreciated 
by him than the generous words of Lord Macaulay in a letter to him 
" I could not have wished for a kinder or more liberal critic," or, " a 
reader so intelligent and enlightened." These words were as grati- 
fying to Mr. Smith as they were deserved. 

Mr. Smith's wife survived him but a few days, and he left no chil- 
dren, his only child, Walter Allen Smith, having deceased thirty-six 
years before Mr. Smith. 

The chief interest of his long life was his literary and historical 
studies. The result of his labors is preserved in those publications to 
which reference has been made. Simple in his tastes,- modest in his 
bearing and manner, a warm friend and generous helper to all those 
engaged in the pursuits which he loved, he will long be remembered 
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by his intimate associates. He spared no labors to insure complete 
accuracy; diligent and painstaking in all his investigations, his con- 
clusions on a disputed point of history met with general acceptance 
among his associates as the final word upon a subject, and although 
he had little patience with the superficial investigations of others, 
he was a kindly though severe critic. 

Arthur Lord. 



CHARLES RICHARD VAN HISE (1857-1918) 

Fellow in Class II, Section 1, 1911 

President Van Hise was born at Fulton, Wisconsin, in 1857, received 
his scientific training in the University of Wisconsin, and remained 
always closely connected with that institution, rising through the 
different grades of instructor and professor to the presidency, which he 
held from 1903 to his death in 1918. 

Dr. Van Hise was from the beginning interested in geology and 
allied subjects, and was trained under R. D. Irving, then working 
on the crystalline pre-Cambrian rocks of the Lake Superior district, 
whose structure, classification, origin and relation to similar rocks 
throughout the world was then and still is one of the important prob- 
lems of geology, enhanced by the vast copper and iron deposits which 
these rocks contain. Van Hise soon became a collaborator of Irving 
and on the latter's death carried on the work with an ever broadening 
field. He was for many years in charge of the Division of Archean 
Geology of the U. S. Geological Survey, and so had unique opportunity 
to study the pre-Cambrian in all parts of this country and Canada. 
Of his two most important geologic works the "Principles of North- 
American Pre-Cambrian Geology" was the result of these years of 
study. With a broadening view he then studied the chemical and 
physical forces which have acted in the formation of these rocks and 
his "Treatise on Metamorphism," a quarto volume of some 1200 
pages was the outcome. This is a vast collection of facts gathered 
from his own experience or collated from the geological literature of 
the world, with elaborate discussions and original classifications and 
conclusions; it is perhaps his greatest single contribution to geology. 



